of social programs on groups that the longitudinal study happens to include.  So, for example, the Continuous Longitudinal Manpower Survey (CLMS) has been justified and supported primarily on grounds that one ought to understand what happens to the human resources pool. Its secondary or tertiary justification is that it can help one understand the effect of special programs—in youth employment, training, and so on.
Such justification may be useful for rhetorical and scientific purposes. But it is dysfunctional insofar äs the claim is exaggerated. That is, longitudinal surveys are often not sufficient to permit confident estimation of the effect of programs designed to, say, affect earnings of individuals who happen to be members of the sample, crime rates of those people, and so on.
That the Claims made for longitudinal surveys with respect to evaluation of programs can be misleading is clear empirically and analytically. The most dramatic recent empirical evidence stems from Fraker and Maynard's (1985) comparisons of program effects based on randomized experiments and effects based on nonrandomized data, notably the CLMS and the Current Population Survey. Earlier evidence in differ-ent arenas stems from the Salk polio vaccine trials, health Services research, and others (see Boruch, 1975, for listing).
Randomized experiments, on the other hand, permit one to estimate the effects of projects with considerably more confidence.  Indeed the committee report is emphatic on this account. A major shortcoming of experiments, one not shared by the large-scale longitudinal studies, is their limited generalizability. That is, a set of experiments might be feasible in only a half-dozen sites, sites that do not necessarily reflect national characteristics.
The implication is that one ought to invent and try out research policy that helps to couple the benefits of longitudinal studies, i.e., generalizability, with those of experiments, i.e., unbiased estimates of program effect.
This policy element is akin to science policy on satellite use. That is, the satellite, like the longitudinal study, requires enormous resources to emplace and maintain.  It pays to capitalize on them. Further, the scientist who designs special-purpose studies can obtain access to part of the satellite to sustain his or her investigation. Just äs the physicist then may use the satellite äs a vehicle for limited, temporary investigation, the policy recommended here allows the researcher the Option of using longitudinal infrastructure äs a resource and äs a vehicle for conducting prospective studies.
The policy element gets well beyond simple scientific traditions of "data sharing" (Committee on National Statistics, 1985).  It is considerably more debatable and more important in principle. Access is likely to be feasible, for example, only for a few projects, perhaps only one every year or two, because of the sheer difficulty of coupling studies to an already complex longitudinal enterprise.

